12/20/2018 Mail - Sandy Clardy - Outlook

Interesting Fort King Research

Keifer R. Calkins <kcalkins@Ocalafl.org>

Mon 6/17/2019 5:57 PM

To: trice.diane@gmail.com <trice.diane@gmail.com>; steameng1@cox.net <steameng1@cox.net>; balsamfps@yahoo.com
<balsamfps@yahoo.com>; Kathy Crile <KCrile@Ocalafl.org>; sclardy@hotmail.com <sclardy@hotmail.com>;
fireballuf@gmail.com <fireballuf@gmail.com>; james.couillard@marioncountyfl.org <james.couillard@marioncountyfl.org>;
mosrt@cox.net <mosrt@cox.net>; david.moore@marioncountyfl.org <david. moore@marioncountyfl.org>;
gsueseddon@gmail.com <gsueseddon@gmail.com>; terry.crawford@conimar.com <terry.crawford@conimar.com>;
brentmal@aol.com <brentmal@aol.com>; William Rodriguez-Cayro <wcayro@Ocalafl.org>; craigcurry3141@gmail.com
<craigcurry3141@gmail.com>; Karlg.fkha@cox.net <Karlg.fkha@cox.net>; Caroline C. Rutkosky <CRutkosky@Ocalafl.org>;
Lindsey Barber@marion.k12.flus <Lindsey.Barber@marion.k12.fl.us>; John Zobler <jzobler@Ocalafl.org>; Ken Whitehead
<kwhitehead@Ocalafl.org>; Kelsey.Mears@marioncountyfl.org <Kelsey.Mears@marioncountyfl.org>

U 2 attachments (423 K8)
_doc_20190613123137.pdf; 1832 fort description.pdf;

I thought you all might find this interesting. We obtained a number of documents from the National Archives
recently, | have been going through them looking for primary accounts of physical Fort descriptions. This is maybe
the best description yet of the first fort. The first PDF is the letter from 1832, and the second is the transcription
that | just finished.

Enjoy.

Keifer Calkins

QutDoor/ Historical Resource Program Supervisior
City of Ocala

Recreation and Parks.

3925 East Fort King Street

Ocala, FL 34470

{352) 368-5535 office

{352} 789-7802 cell

kealkins@ocalafl.org
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Report of the condition of M. Y. quarters and other buildings of Fort King near Seminole agency (?) on
its’ reoccupation by comp (?) 4 right inf July 18 1832,

Firstly- Soldiers Barrack

A log building about 15 ft. square are, running in NW and NE direction, facing to the NE, and divided into
4 compartments separated by passage ways of 12 and 18 ft. in breadth, - piazzas to the front and rear-
and a clapboard roof. Two of the compartments were formerly occupied as company quarters, one as
company and quartermasters store house, and one as quarters for an officer. The will be appropriate for
the same purpose, are at present deemed sufficient for such. In the roof above the apartments may be
specially constructed for comp stores, offices (?)

The body of this building remains sound. The under layer of clap boards of the roof is good, the upper
requires replacing. A little patching however will render it sufficiently weather proof until this can be
effected. The sills, supports of the piazzas are entirely decayed and require to be entirely rebuilt. The
lower floors of this building are intact — those above have been considerably mutilated and a portion of
the plank removed. The doors and window shutters are to be replaced. The chimney is in ruins.

Secondly- Officers Barrack

A log building about 50 by 20 ft parallel to and in rear of the former. Piazzas in front and rear. Two
drawing rooms in the center, each of which is flanked by a small bed room. There are two sleeping
rooms in the loft in half story above this. This building is in pretty good condition. Some slight repairs to
the roof, piazzas, windows and chimneys will make it comfortable and sufficient quarters for two
officers. In rear of these are officers’ kitchens, and beyond those sinks- all of which require to be rebuilt.

Thirdly-

The shell of a log building remaining unfinished when the fort was abandoned, and intended for officers
quarters. This flanks the soldiers barrack to the (?)E- distance 100 yds and is 50 by 25 ft. | propose
constructing a roof and piazzas to this, and fitting it up as quarters for two officers to be occupied as
soon as finished as a hospital until a more suitable building can be constructed for that purpose-
afterward to be appropriated to its original object.

Fourthly- Sutlers shop.

A log building originally intended for a guard house- but which with some additions of his own expense,
has been fitted up, by the previous occupant into a store and is best appropriated as such. It has been
thought advisable to allow Mr. Rogers the sutler to retain it as a shanty.

Beside these are several ruins of out houses which are judiciously located for and with partial rebuilding
may be converted into company kitchens, stables, and blacksmith shops.

The block house on the western angle of the encampment with the addition of a roof flooring (?) may be
made to answer its proposed design.

-of boats

I find in the neighborhood the skeletons of two boats, said to have belonged to the united states. One
flat bottomed and clinker? Built- formally built at the port- entirely decayed, and broken by the fall of a



tree since burned by the wood chimney fire. The other a cypress peroque- sunken at the old landing
place, and totally unfit for service.

(the following paragraph is scratched out but this reads underneath)

I propose building (?) two flat bottomed boats 35 ft by 8 capable of navigating the water of the
Ocklawaha. These will be sufficient to transport a quarterly supply of (?) stores from Palatka at a single
trip- parties have already been dispatched for this purpose.

(following this is an account of cost for the renovations in another hand, these are easily read)



